
October 2014 

No346 



October 2014 Page 2 

 
 Mechanical & Electrical 

 

General & Manufacturers Service 
(including Light Diesel) 

Suspension, Exhausts, Brakes 
General Electrical Repairs 

(Body & Engine) 
Security & Air Conditioning 

 
188 Magill Rd, NORWOOD 

08 8332 3920 Mon - Fri 
 

BOSCH  MTA  RAA 
    Service               Member    Approved 
    Centre                     Repairer 
 
           See us for selected Lucas spares! 

83496225 



CLUB DIRECTORY  

 

OTHER APPOINTMENTS NON COMMITTEE 

Assistant Historic  Brian Davey   8265 1358       0400 826 969 

Vehicle Registrars  U9/20 Amber Rd Hope Valley 5098 

   Michael Cox 

   PO Box 4 Milang 5256  8537 0328 

   Charlie Mifsud 

   Alistair Buckley  

  CCC Rep.  Cynthia & Brian Davey 

Federation Rep.  Brian Davey 

Assist. Federation Rep. Arthur Doecke 

Name Badges  Steve Thiselton 

Newsletter Production John & Robyn Sommers 

Motorfest Rep.  ??????????????? 

Swap Meet Reports Neil Perrin 
Produced by  members of the, Adelaide Antique 

Automobile Club. 

P.O. Box 363 Plympton S.A. 5038 

Front Cover 
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The articles & views expressed in this newsletter are not necessarily those 

of the Editor or Committee of the AAAC. 

Editor 
Hello All, 
 
A quieter month for a lot 
of us after the rush of the 
rocker cover races and 
then no run last month due 
the Bay to Birdwood. Still, 
some of us have been kept 
very busy! 
 
In this edition we have 
articles about the Old Cars 
Day, the Sporting Car Club Motorfest Run, the St Kilda 
Tramway Museum Photography Day, a few snaps from the 
Bay to Birdwood and an article about Adelaide’s close 
relationship with what was Chrysler Australia. 
 
This month we have the combined run with the Morris Club 
(cars not dancers) to the Greenoch Aviation Museum. This 
promises to be a great day, so why not open that new tin of 
polish and join us for a drive in the country! 
 
All the best and see you on the road! 
 
Steve Connell 

Basil & Lyn Rowe’s 1960 Ford Zephyr Mark II Sedan  at the 
St Kilda Tramway Museum Photography Day 

AAA WEBSITE 
 

www.adelaideantiqueauto.org.au 
 

Have you been past to look in awe at the new AAA website 
yet?  If “No” why not drop by and see how good this all looks 
in colour! 

 
Try it and 
Enjoy it! 

 
Please Direct 

any questions to 
Steve Thiselton 

 

http://www.adelaideantiqueauto.org.au/


If the temperature is 35 degrees or above, there will be no 

organised club run. 

However if you wish to participate on any run it will be volun-

tary, your choice. 

This does not apply to the Christmas run. 

As broadcast on Channel 7 TV News, on the Saturday even-

ing, prior to a run. 

HOT WEATHER RULE 
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Club Runs & 

Events 

Club Meetings 
Third Friday of each month  

Except December 
Next meeting 

Friday October 17th 2014 
 

Committee Meeting  
Monday October 20th 2014 

 

SUNDAY.  26th OCTOBER 
Come with  

Malcolm & Carly (AAA Club) 
Barry & Robin, and The Morris Club  

to: 
The Greenoch Aviation Museum 

                                                                                                                             
 

Our total inclusive cost for the food and  
the museum is $10-00.ea. This includes a supplied 

BBQ  lunch,  with 3 salads, tea and coffee. The ven-
ue is undercover, tables & seats are supplied.   

 
The run to Greenoch will be in two groups, starting 

from two different locations.  
 

Group 1.   Malcolm & Carly. 
Meet at The White Horse Inn,( the rear car park)  
75 Port  Wakefield Rd Boliver,  at 10:00am for a 

10:15am start. 
 

Group 2.   Robin & Barry. 
Meet at the Smithfield Hotel (in the side car park)  
1 Main North Road Smithfield at 10:15am for a 

10:30 am start. 
 

We arrive and meet at 11:15am at the Greenoch  
Oval. (Oval access is via Martin Street that runs off  
Murray Street in Greenoch), for a get together and 

morning tea before heading into the museum. 
 

We will be collecting money at the next two meet-
ings (Sept & Oct). We would like the money collect-

ed by and including the October 17th meeting to 
confirm numbers. 

It has been  few years since the clubs last run to the 
Greenoch Aviation Museum and it was an excellent 

run last time and it promises to be the same if not 
better! 

 

 

Sunday 26
th

 October 
A joint run with the Morris Club to the 

Greenoch Aviation Museum 
 (refer article on right) 

 
 
 

Sunday 23
rd

 November 
 

Chapel Hill Goldfields, Jupiter Creek 
Gold Diggings and Laratinga Wetlands 

 
 

Sunday 14
th

 December 
 

Memorial Run  
&  

Christmas BBQ 

Club Runs & 

Events 



Federation Website; www.fhmcsa.org.au 

Post your thoughts on the Federation or Conditional Regis-

tration, let people know events of interest, seek technical 

help or buy, sell or swap. 

Invites & Other 

Clubs Events 
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11th & 12th October 
Burra to Morgan Run for 

Veteran and Vintage Vehicles 
All Historic Vehicles are welcome 

NARC are the organisers 
Graham Goode 8842 3731,Craig Thomas 8662 6203 

 
17th to 20th October 

9th Monaro Nationals 
“Monaro’s in the Barossa” 

 
19th October 

Strathalbyn Swap Meet 
Richard 0423 524 481 

 
2nd November 

Auto Italia Adelaide 
Campbelltown Soccer Grounds 

Whites Lane, Newton 
10.30am - 3.30pm 

Italian Motorcycles, Cars & Scooters 
100 years of Maserati 

 
2nd November 
MG Car Club 

Annual Kimber Run 

 
23rd November 

13th Ford Invitation Picnic 
(Lenswood Oval) 

 
14th December 

SA Toy Run 2014 
Leaves from the Clipsal Track West Gate 

At 11.00am 
 

2015 
27th April to 9th May   

Federation Tour  
(12 days in the state’s mid-north areas) 
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Swap Meets 
 

5th October 2014 
Motorcycle Only Swap Meet 

Balhannah Oval 
 

19th October 2014 
Strathalbyn Swap Meet 

Strathalbyn 
 

15th –16th November 2014 
Bendigo Swap Meet 

The Big One 

Internet Sites of Interest 
Austin 7 Club of SA    www.austin7clubsa.com.au 
Bordertown Vehicles Restorers Club  www.bvrc.com.au 
Chrysler restorers Club    www.chrysler-restorers-sa.org.au 
Federation of Historic Motoring Clubs of SA  www.fhmcsa.org.au 
Gawler Car Club    www.gawlercarclub.onoz.net 
Hillman car Club of SA   www.sa.hillman.org.au 
Maitland Auto Preservation Society   www.maps-yp.org 
Military Vehicle Collectors Society of SA www.military-vehicle-museum.org.au 
Model A Ford Club of Australia   www.homestead.com/fordsa/forda.html 

  

Welcome to our new members, Justin Sincock and 
Linda Le. 
 
We hope you enjoy your time with the club! 
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Market Place 

Contributors in this issue:  
Malcolm & Carly Goldsworthy;  Ric & Libby 
Ottaway; Steve McNicol; Steven Connell 

All Adverts need to be sent to the Editor by the end 
of month 

Notice to Advertisers 
All Vehicles offered for sale should quote 

their registration number or engine number if 
not registered 

CLUB CAR 
BADGES 

Now Available 
$20.00 each 

1926 Dodge Brothers Tourer 
 Cowl 
 2 Front door skins 
 Complete Bonnet 
 Radiator Surrounding 
 2 Cowl Lights 
 2 Headlights 

Good Condition 

Also 

‘28 Plymouth Tourer Tub 
 

Call Darryl (08) 8336 3020 

Wanted 
Storage for caravan, undercover if possible. 

 
Kingswood or near areas preferred, but 

happy to consider other locations. 
 

Caravan is 16’ long, but with draw bar the 
overall length is approx. 20’. 

 
Happy to negotiate terms. 

Please contact Nola or David on  
0408 271 043 
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Bay to Birdwood 2014 

 SW & E COLMER  -  MOBILE AUTOMOTIVE CONSULTANT 
   MEMBER IAME & MTA SA - RTA AU 23352 

QUALIFIED MECHANIC & AUTO ELECTRICIAN   
LOG BOOK & GENERAL SERVICE - INC. LIGHT DIESEL 

INSPECTIONS & REPORTS - BRAKES - EXHAUST - SUSPENSION 
AUTO AIR CONDITIONING & AUTO TRANSMISSION SERVICE 
ELECTRONIC FUEL INJECTION & SCAN TOOL DIAGNOSTICS 

0402 498 028    SCOTT - NTH PLYMPTON 
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Bay to Birdwood 2014 
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Old Cars Day 2014 

Old Cars Day Run to the Bethany Reserve, where a group of clubs 
displayed 100 vehicles.  We joined the Gawler Veteran, Vintage, 
and Classic car clubs venue, and placed our old cars on show. The 
day for us was not kind, as it was raining before we left home and 
rained several times on the way there. For two of those times it was 
quite heavy, so we wondered how many others would brave this 
sort of weather and bring their cars out. While at the Bethany 
Reserve there was one light shower near opening time, but that did 
not last long at all. For the rest of the day it got better, and included 
the sun shining for most of the later afternoon. 
The Bethany venue is always scenic, and has excellent onsite 

amenities, it is a good choice for this type of function. The large 
shelter hut was popular, as was the gathering around the fire place. 
We found ourselves in a big open front marque, and sharing a 
lunch table.     
One Very well attended car club came all the way from 
Strathalbyn, and certainly helped boost car numbers for the day. 
 
As always there were some interesting vehicles on show, so many 
have been restored, to a very high standard, and they attract 
constant attention wherever they go. 
 
The AAA Automobile Club members would like to thank the 
Gawler Veteran, Vintage, and Classic Car Club for their invitation 

to this venue. Our club has members widely spread all over Adelaide, so as we travel the many different roads our old cars are being 
sighted. We support the Idea, and the spirit of exposing those cars to the public on Old Cars Day. 
 
One of the organisers of Old Cars Day here, Alvin Jenkin came around to ask people which club they were from, so we were able to 
thank him for a job well done. 
  
For us it was another good day that we have enjoyed with our vintage cars.  
 
Malcolm Goldsworthy 

Alvin Jenkin 
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Chrysler Australia & Adelaide 

Chrysler Australia was a subsidiary of the U.S. Chrysler Corporation, a giant multinational concern started by the remarkable 
Walter P. Chrysler. Walter P. Chrysler, a former railway worker, made his reputation working for Buick, then took over the 
Maxwell Motor Company which was heavily in debt. Soon afterwards he bought the Chalmers company and, in 1924, launched a 
completely new car called Chrysler. 
 
This six cylinder model had a number of engineering refinements including four-wheel hydraulic brakes. Chrysler cars came to 
Australia during the 1920's and, in 1935, 18 independent agents formed Chrysler-Dodge-De Soto Distributors (Australia) Pty Ltd. 
The distributors used their combined strength to purchase and market Plymouth, Dodge and De Soto vehicles. 
 
The company acquired a controlling interest in T.J. Richards & Sons, a highly successful Adelaide based body building company 
which had been the main competitor for Holden's body builders since 1922. For several years T.J. Richards had designed and fitted 
bodies to locally made Chrysler vehicles. For the 1937-38 selling season, T.J. Richards beat Holden's to the punch by producing 
Australia's first all steel sedan body.  For several years T.J. Richards had designed and fitted bodies to locally made Chrysler 
vehicles. For the 1937 - 1938 selling season, T.J. Richards beat Holden's to the punch by producing Australia's first all steel sedan 
body. During World War 2 Chrysler-Dodge-De Soto Distributors manufactured munitions and aircraft components. Most of the 
skilled workforce remained when the firm returned to motor vehicle production in 1945. The company was entirely owned by 
Australians until June 1951 when Chrysler Corporation bought a controlling interest and changed the name to Chrysler Australia 
Ltd. 
 
A vigorous expansion plan followed, Chrysler Australia aimed at producing a range of cars and light commercial vehicles with 90 
percent local content. While this plan was being implemented, the company continued assembling and partly manufacturing a range 
of six cylinder and eight cylinder Chrysler Royal and Dodge Phoenix vehicles, based on U.S. designs. Toward the end of 1958 
Chrysler Corporation acquired a 30 percent interest in Simca Automobiles of France, thus enabling Chrysler Australia to import and 
assemble a range of Simca cars. Chrysler Australia is best known, however, for the Valiant, which was introduced in January 1962.  
 
The Valiant was a sensation - and it arrived at just the right time. In the early 1960's Chrysler's operation had been looking shaky 
with its range of big American cars continually losing ground to the all conquering Holden (GM). Simca sales had tapered off, and 
with the release of the Ford Falcon, Chrysler's problems became worse. The response came in early 1961 when company officials 
devised a plan to assemble a US-designed compact six-cylinder car in Australia. To get the new model released as soon as possible, 
the firm imported just over 1000 US-built R Series Valiant sedans. These were assembled in the Mile End plant in Adelaide, and 
when they hit the showroom floors in early 1962 the response left no doubt that Australians were going to fall for the new brand in 
a big way. By the time the R Series went on sale (it sold out within days) Chrysler had imported a large number of S Series sedans 
and local assembly had already begun. Chrysler assembled 10,000 Valiants in 1962, lifting its registration figures for the year by 
146 percent, but the company still could not meet the demand. This spectacular introduction was the start of a twenty year story 
which saw Valiant's fortunes snowball for a while and then slide in dramatic fashion. 
 
The 1962 Valiant was slightly dearer than the equivalent Holden or Falcon models, but it was bigger and far more powerful. It 
immediately won a reputation for being a superior performer and its popularity led Chrysler into a $36 million expansion plan to 
build over 50,000 units a year, with local content increasing progressively. Construction of the Tonsley Park manufacturing plant 
began in 1963, and by May of that year, the 'Australian Valiant' sedan was introduced. With high local content and a design adapted 
for local conditions, this 'AP5' Valiant strengthened the brand's position. The Australian Valiant AP5 station wagon followed in 
November 1963. In March 1964 the first Valiant was completed at the new plant, and in April it was announced that the $36 million 
expansion program had been doubled to $72 million. 
 
In 1965 Chrysler took over Rootes Australia and acquired that company's Melbourne, Australia, manufacturing and assembling 
facilities. In 1967 Chrysler's Lonsdale engine plant opened and the company gained third place in the national sales chart, with 13.5 
percent of the new vehicle market. Local content kept rising in leaps and bounds. It went from 1962's minor assembly work on the 
R and S Series to 65 per cent in 1965 and an average of 95 per cent in 1967. By that year some models had as much as 97 per cent 
local content. 
 
The mid to late 1960's were halcyon times for Chrysler Australia because the company could not satisfy demand despite regular 
increases in production. By this time it was the eleventh largest company (of any kind) in Australia and the second largest exporter 
of cars. 1969 was Chrysler's best year with 42,654 Valiants sold. Net profit was a record $7,225,931 and total Chrysler Australia 
Ltd sales stood at 66,948 units. Most people in 1969 thought that Chrysler's great automotive success would continue into the 
1970's, but it was not to be. A series of misfortunes, fuel crises, quality control problems, unpopular models and blunders saw the 
Valiant lose sales during the early 1970's. 
 
The marque then slipped further and further down the list of best sellers, despite such trump cards as the mighty Charger sports 
coupe. Many problems were sorted out and the company became the local pioneer of such features as electronic ignition and 
computer aided fuel management. It also produced the fastest accelerating Australian production car ever made, the awesome E-49 
Charger. But the fightback came too late as public confidence was down, and with reduced sales combined with an ailing US parent 
company, the funds needed to retool for new models were no longer available. In retrospect it seems one major mistake was that 
Valiant prices were held back in the late 1960's to meet Holden and Ford head-on. 
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St Kilda Tramway Museum Photography Night 

          

          

          

Some weeks back I received a phone call from William Adams, the Secretary of the St Kilda Tramway Museum, asking if they 
could use our MO for a photographic evening they were planning. Naturally I said yes and then William asked if I knew of any 
others that would be happy to provide their cards for the event. I asked him how many he wanted and he said a maximum of six and 
that they would like cars from the 1960s and early 1970s period and from different manufacturers. After speaking to a few Adelaide 
Antique Auto Club and Morris Register members the cars were soon organised. 
 
The small group who organised the event had put together a packed program which included photo stops with the trams (during both 
daylight and night time), trams lined up with the cars to provide period scenes, a workshop visit and a fully catered BBQ. A number 
of the trams were used, including the former Glenelg H type restaurant car, but more about that particular tram later. 
 
Maikha Ly looked after the visitors and William organised the operational side of the event. There were a total of five people in the 
organising group and what was interesting to see was their ages. The tramway museum, like a lot of car clubs (including our own) 
have an ageing membership with only a few younger people joining and getting involved. All five of this group were aged under 30 
and it was great to see their enthusiasm.  Furthermore they did a very good job which was certainly on par with, if not better, than 
events organised by older and more experienced folk  
 
The photographers, who incidentally paid $60 for the event, were not told about the cars in the advance advertising and quite a few 
of them were busy photographing them in the carpark. The program kicked off at 3pm, although we were there buy 2.30pm for 
instructions.  
 
Trams were lined up in front of one of the sheds, roughly from the oldest to the newest; 1, 118, 192, 264 and 360. Our cars were split 
into two shifts, a daylight shift and a night time shift. Those living furthest away were allocated the day shift so that if they wanted 
to leave before the 10pm close they could. 
 
The cars and trams that took part in the St Kilda township photo shoots were as follows: 
 
Cars: 
1951 Morris Oxford Series MO Saloon (Steve McNicol - AAAC/MR) Night shift 
1960 Ford Zephyr Mark II Sedan (Basil & Lyn Rowe - AAAC) Day shift 
1961 Morris Major Series II Sedan (Allan Price - MR) Night shift 
1962 Holden EK Sedan (David Westley - AAAC/MR) Day shift 
1969 Fiat 850 Sport (Michael Williams - AAAC) Night shift 
1970 Holden HG Station Wagon (Wayne Elsey & Lawrie Martin - MR) Day shift 
1971 Rover P6 Sedan (Edd Gray - AAAC) Day shift 
 
Trams: 
362, 360, 1, 1013 - Day shift 
378, 264, 362 - Night shift 
 
The last daylight trams stopped at the level crossing just outside the depot perimeter to take advantage of the good evening light 
from the setting sun. A request was made from the photographers for the cars to come back, which they did. It was then time to 
return to the museum for the BBQ and workshop visit before the night time photography commenced. 
 
Up until now everything had been 
running smoothly and to schedule 
but this was about to change. After 
the photo session had finished at 
St Kilda township the restaurant 
tram decided it didn't want to go. 
As it gets very little use members 
of the museum tested it for two 
days prior to the event with no 
problems, but on the day Murphy's 
Law prevailed. I produced a tow 
rope from the boot of the Oxford 
and rather tongue in cheek offered 
to tow the tram back to the depot. 
 
After a short wait trams 264 and 362 arrived. 362 took the stranded passengers back to the museum while 264 was attached to 378 
by a tow bar. It seemed rather strange that this smaller and older tram would rescue the larger and heavier restaurant tram.   
 
It was a very good event and it was pleasing to see that the presence of our cars was appreciate by both the organisers and the 
photographers. Thanks again to William, Maikha, Yahaira, Arnold and Julie. 
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St Kilda Tramway Museum Photography Night 
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Sporting Car Club Motorfest Run 

Planes & Plains of Mallala 
 
On Tuesday 30th September Ric and I went on the Sporting Car Club Motorfest run to Mallala. There was a good turnout of cars at 
the CCC club rooms including three from Victoria and one from Western Australia. It was a sunny morning as we set off at 9.30 
a.m. and headed for Mallala. Some extra vehicles joined us en route. 
 
At Mallala morning tea was set out in the Institute and 
it was a good spread which had many people declaring 
that they wouldn’t need lunch. The Mallala Museum 
was open for us in the Old Mill building and it was 
certainly worth a look. Between 1941 & 1945 the 
Flight Training School at the Mallala RAAF base was 
where more than 2,000 pilots trained. The base was on 
the site of the present day Mallala Motorsport Park 
and there is a lot of memorabilia there regarding both. 
The displays in the Museum are very well set out and 
are very comprehensive. They include an old school 
room and machinery shed as well as the old mill on 
two levels. 
 
The wind was starting to pick up as we left the 
Museum and drove the short distance to Mallala 
Motorsport Park and Clem Smith’s collection of 
racing and touring cars. It was an interesting and well 
cared for display including ten Hudson cars, one of 
which had been restored from the ground up and then 
raced. There was also a wide variety of other cars 
which had people reminiscencing about past 
experiences and looking at some with envy. Clem 
Smith’s trophies were also on display. 
 

After looking at the display we decided not to stay there for our 
BYO lunch but to head for home as the wind had picked up even 
more and rain was forecast. As we left the park four police 
motorcycle riders arrived presumably to use the park race track. 
Unfortunately we didn’t beat the rain but it was nice to be home 
out of the wind. 
 
Libby Ottaway 
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Minutes of the AAAC General Meeting held on the 19th September 2014 at CCC Clubrooms  
 
Meeting opened: -   8.02 p.m.          Present approx. 60 members 
 
Visitors: - Justin Sincock 
 
Apologies: -     As per apologies book 
 
Sick List: - Nil 
 
Minutes of previous meeting as printed in the Magazine: - Moved M. Goldsworthy, Seconded S. Colmer that they be accepted. 
Carried 
 
Business arising from minutes: -   Nil 
 
Correspondence In: - Murray Mallee Auto Club change of address. Police Credit Union statement. 
Federation – notice of subscription fees. 3 cheques for Newsletter ads. OAMPS Insurance renewal. 
Minutes of CCC Meeting Aug 2014 + Minutes of AGM. 
Conrod, Steering Column, Crank Talk, SA Motor, The Chrysler Collector, Roverdrive. 
 
Correspondence Out: - Letter to Registrar of Motor Vehicles naming un-financial members. 
 
Business arising from the Correspondence: - Nil 
 
Membership Report: - 104 members. New membership badges have been printed. Thanks to Kerry Williams. 
 
Editor:-  Magazine went out without any glitches. Photos and reports from coming Bay to Birdwood wanted. 
 
Historic Vehicle Registrar: - All OK. 
 
Club Captain: -    A short flat run with several very old vehicles was held before the Rocker Cover Races. Thanks to Arthur and 
Jacob for cooking the BBQ. After over 20 races Jobey Green won and Michael Reddy was second. Callum Williams was the junior 
winner. 
This month’s run is the Bay to Birdwood. 
October run is with the Morris Club on 26th October to the Greenock Aviation Museum. Entry + BBQ lunch is $10 for adults and $4 
for children to be paid by next meeting on 17th October. 
November meeting will be to the Southern Hills and organised by Ric & Libby Ottaway. 
 
Federation Report: - AGM saw the same team elected.   
Entries for Bay to Birdwood are over 1,000. 
 
CCC Report: - Nil 
 
Swapmeets: - As in Newsletter. R. Courteney went to the Gawler swapmeet – good array of parts particularly V8 bits. 
 
General Business: - Members can still enter the Bay to Birdwood and pay a late entry fee. 
A quiz prepared by the President was then held. 
 
Meeting closed at 8.30 p.m. 
 



General meetings:             8 pm, 3rd Friday (excl. December), Combined 
 Car Clubs Room, Clark Ave., Glandore. 
 
Membership Fees:               Nominations $10. Annual $40 (half fee for new applicants after 1st January). 
Subscription renewal:  Due 1st July, if unpaid,  lapses 31st July. 
Vehicle Eligibility: All cars, commercials and motorcycles of historic interest or other vehicles as approved by 

the committee. 
Club Sales: Cloth, Lapel & Car Badges – see Steve Thiselton. 
Advertising: For Sale and Wanted adverts appear free for a maximum of  3 months. 
Editorial: Send all contributions to the Editor by the end of each month. 
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